FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ulupalakua Ranch to Host 2nd Annual CASI Hawai‘i State Chili Championship

Open Call to Chili Cooks for July 20th Event
Ulupalakua, Maui, HI (June 4, 2014) – The second annual Chili Appreciation Society International (CASI) Hawai‘i State Chili Championship Cookoff will be held on Sunday, July 20, 2014 at Ulupalakua Ranch and Maui’s Winery in upcountry Maui. The top three placing Hawai‘i resident cooks will be invited to compete at the legendary Terlingua International Chili Championship (TICC) in Texas on November 1, 2014.  Prizes include a hand-painted cook stove donated by Shaka Pops Maui for the 1st place Hawai‘i cook, as well as gifts from Ulupalakua Ranch and Maui’s Winery.  Proceeds from the event benefit the Maui 4-H Livestock Association.
Chili cooks from Hawai’i and beyond are invited to battle for supremacy with their best “bowl of red.”  There are three chili categories: CASI Rules, People’s Choice, and Best Restaurant, all of which must be cooked onsite the day of the event.  CASI Rules chili must be prepared with ground beef from scratch (no commercial chili mixes) and contain no discernable fillers (beans, rice, pasta, vegetables, etc.) and will be judged on five criteria: Aroma, Red Color, Consistency, Taste, and Aftertaste.  “Anything goes” for the People’s Choice and Restaurant categories, so the more adventurous chili enthusiasts can participate without feeling limited. 
There is a $50 entry fee with a limit of one chili entry per cook.  Entry forms, rules and further details are available online at www.shakapopsmaui.com/chili.  The deadline for contestant registration is July 9th. 

The 2014 CASI Hawai’i State Chili Championship will be held in conjunction with Ulupalakua’s “Sunday Drive” event that brings locals and visitors upcountry to enjoy a day of local entertainment, food and fun.  Last year’s inaugural CASI cookoff drew 17 chili teams from Hawai’i and as far away as Texas, including a former TICC champion.  The judging panel included local restaurateurs Alan Wong, Bev Gannon and Karen Christenson.  Makawao resident and seasoned chili cook Don Miller not only won the judges over with his 1st place “Hawaiian Heat Chili” but also took the People’s Choice award.  The 2013 event raised over $1,600 for the Maui 4-H Livestock Association. 
CASI is a non-profit organization that promotes chili appreciation and raises over $1 million annually for local charities and its scholarship fund. Now in its 48th year, CASI sanctions over 500 U.S. and international cookoffs each year as qualifying events for the Terlingua International Chili Championship. 

Visit www.shakapopsmaui.com/chili or call 808-442-2795 for further details about the 2014 CASI Hawai’i State Chili Championship.  Get the latest news, tips and pics at www.facebook.com/CasiHawaiiChili.
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